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RESFARCH IN POYCHIATRY ~ MAUDSLEY HOGPITAL

A proposal hag been received from Dr. Fdward Liapother, the Tiedical
Superintendent of the Maudsley Hospital, Denmark 1111, London, and adviser to
the Mental Hoagpitals Committee of “he London Couﬁiy Council. It is a recuest
for endowment of researéh work in psychiatry in s new and important reorganiza-
tion of London .psychistric hospitnls centering at the iHaudsley Hospital. The
opportunity of organizing effective resenrchvwork in psychiatry in a school of
the University of Lomidon which also houses the centrsl laboratory for 20,000
mental paticnts of 'he L.C.C. and a well-estuablished hospital of 170 beds, un-
def a new and far-reaching law effective January 1, 1931, is en occasion de-
serving careful attention of the officers. No part of the nid requested would
be ugsed for buildings, hospiﬁal maintonance, general overhead or equipment of
laboratories.

The aid requested is for the endowment of snlaries of research work-
org. Though the sum suggesated for the complete endowment of all the salarics
in the scheme would be considerable (3754,000), it is cuite possible that a
less extensive plon and s grotfuszl development contingent upon locaul support
would reduce the endowment reouired from sny one source to between 7400,000
and $450,000. The average cost per year, however, over an 8-year period pro-
paratory to capitaliszation, would not be owver #17,000.

The curreni year ls one >f unusuzl imporiance in the development of
psychiatry in !nglwnd. There has been a law enacted, ond cffective January 1,

1931, which effects several changes of considerahle importance in the adminis-
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tration of hospitals for mental disease. Under this law “he L.C.C. has among
other things received tho power to organisze a serics of outpatient departments
for mantal cases in several L.C.C. general hospitalsj o orgsnize observation
wards in L.C.C. general hospitals (represcnting about 7000 new patients & year);
and to assign’ to the Maudsley Hospitsal the control of all voluntary applications
‘or commitment} to expend funds Tor the support of outputient clinics in mental
hospitals, Previous to this year tbe-dovélopneﬁt of paychiatry has been seri-
ously handicappod, and it may be noted that there is no department of psychiatry
in any university in the aouth of Fngland, slthough the budget for the care of
mental disease in Fngland alone is more than E2,000,000 s yesr.

The Maudaley tlospltal is a hospital with & privets Toundatiosn, but
supported by the L.C.Cs &8s well us income from a few private beds, and containe
a'combination of wards, cutpstient department and laboratories, existing novwhero
olse in Tngltnd. Poatgraduate teaching is done at the Mnudelof For the Govern-
ment services and for the diplomn in psycholagicml medicine, Though a hospital
«ntirely for cascs under voluntary commitment, it has a wide range of patients
and is in = position to select {or teaching or inveatigativu.ﬁurhoeeu from some
20,000 cises in the L.C.C. ﬁcutsl hospltals, plus 10,000 casas of mental defec-
tives. Maudsley is furthermore in definiﬁe relationship with chiid guidance
clinics, a specinl hospitul for ecniio demsntin, and an organization for the
atudy of problem childrene. and is being acouired for a considerable expan-
sion (%00 additional beda), but already new cases in the outpatient departesnt
.at the Maudsley total 1578 yearly as comparad with 825 at the Tavistoek Square
Clinie, the noxt largest to the liaudsley in Tngland. The part-time officers
at the Maudsley are limited to 5 years service. All full-time appointments are

renewable yearly.
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Witain the bulldings of the laudsley Hospital is locnted ths contral
laboratsry for the memtsl aospitnls of thie L.CeCe  This luboraisry is directed
by Dr. Golla, ani co-ordinates snd supervises the locnal work of the different
montal hospital laborstories of the LeT.C., nd trains the personnel thefefar.
It thus supervises the scientific work that can be done over s range of 30,000
patients (10,000 new patiecnts por ennum), -nd is in an exceptional position
hoth as regards material and influcnce.

Authorization is rejquested for {uritner ncgotiations necesgary to the
proparation of n definite proposal for a2id to research work in paychiatlry at
the Maudsley Hogpital.
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